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The Research-to-Policy Connections series summarizes current research on
key topics in child care and early education and discusses implications for
policymakers. This brief highlights current models for supporting and enhancing
family, friend, and neighbor care and describes initial efforts to evaluate these
initiatives. Drawn from the realms of child care as well as family support and
parent education, models discussed include training, distributing materials and
equipment, home visiting, and hosting family interaction groups.

For further discussion of quality in family, friend, and neighbor care, see the
Research-to-Policy Connections brief, Measuring Quality in Family, Friend, and
Neighbor Child Care: Conceptual and Practical Issues, by Erin J. Maher.
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This report was made possible by grant number 90YE0063 from the Office of Planning, Research,
and Evaluation and the Child Care Bureau, Administration for Children and Families in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. The contents are solely the responsibility of the authors
and do not represent the official views of the funding agency, nor does publication in any way
constitute an endorsement by the funding agency.
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