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Common Purpose: Sharing Responsibility for Child and Family Outcomes

by Lisbeth B. Schorr

This keynote presentation made at the Early Childhood Networking Meeting held September 
25-26, 2006, in Reston, Virginia, summarizes what state Early Childhood Comprehensive 
Systems (ECCS) coordinating teams need to know about the hard work of creating systems 
change.

Project THRIVE is a public policy analysis and education initiative for infants and young 
children at the National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP), funded through a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Maternal and Child Health Bureau. THRIVE’s mission is to ensure 
that young children and their families have access to high-quality health care, child care and 
early learning, early intervention, and parenting supports by providing policy analysis and 
research syntheses that can inform state efforts to strengthen and expand state early child-
hood comprehensive systems.
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