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The Reviews of Research series synthesizes research on selected topics in
child care and early education. For each topic, Reviews of Research provides
an in-depth Literature Review and a summary Research Brief. Also, for each, a
companion Table of Methods and Findings from the literature reviewed is avail-
able on the Research Connections web site: www.childcareresearch.org.

What We Know

Families with children ages birth through 5 are more likely to use subsidies
than families with children ages 6 and over.

Families who currently receive or are transitioning from cash assistance are
more likely to use child care subsidies than those with no recent history of cash
assistance.

Single-parent families are more likely than two-parent families to use
subsidies.

African-American mothers appear more likely to apply for and use child care
subsidies than mothers from other racial/ethnic backgrounds

Families using center-based care appear more likely to use child care subsidies
than families using other forms of care.

Parents with higher tolerance for the hassles that families may encounter in
applying for and maintaining child care subsidies appear more likely to use
subsidies.
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Table 1: Types of Studies Reviewed

Type of Study/Method

Education

RESEARCH CONNECTIONS

Studies Reviewed

Administrative Data Studies

Meyers et al., 1999; Lee et al., 2004 ; Witte & Queralt, 2002

Survey Studies
National Surveys
Smaller-scale Surveys

Blau & Tekin, 2001; Burstein et al., forthcoming
Danziger et al., 2003; Meyers et al., 1999;

Shlay et al., 2002; Shlay et al., 2004; Schumacher & Greenberg, 1999

Welfare Experimental Studies

Huston et al., 2002

Qualitative Studies
Ethnography
Focus Groups

Knox et al., 2003; Lowe & Weisner, 2001
Adams et al., 2002; Shlay et al., 2002

Note: Several studies used multiple methods; these studies are included under both applicable methodological categories.
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Table 2: Categories of Themes Emerging Across Studies

Categories of Themes Across Studies

Studies Reviewed

Parent and Child Characteristics

Childrenis Age

Burstein et al., forthcoming; Danziger et al., 2003;

Huston et al., 2002; Lee et al., 2004; Meyers et al., 1999

TANF Status
Motherts Race and Ethnicity

Blau & Tekin, 2001; Burstein et al., forthcoming; Shlay et al., 2002
Blau & Tekin, 2001; Burstein et al., forthcoming; Danziger et al.,

2003; Lee et al., 2004

Family Composition

Burstein et al., forthcoming; Danziger et al., 2003;

Huston et al., 2002; Meyers et al., 1999; Shlay et al., 2002;
Shlay et al., 2004

Family Size

Burstein et al., forthcoming; Danziger et al., 2003;

Huston et al., 2002

Education Level

Blau & Tekin, 2001; Burstein et al., forthcoming

Income Burstein et al., forthcoming; Huston et al., 2002; Shlay et al., 2002

Child Care Characteristics
Use of Center-Based Care

Burstein et al., forthcoming; Schumacher & Greenberg, 1999;

Shlay et al., 2002; Shlay et al., 2004

Use of Informal Care

Burstein et al., forthcoming; Schumacher & Greenberg, 1999;

Shlay et al., 2002; Shlay et al., 2004

Parentsi Expectations and Beliefs about Subsidies and about Work

Beliefs about Work and Use of Subsidies

Information about Subsidies and Related
Subsidy Rules

Huston et al., 2002; Lowe & Weiser, 2001

Meyers et al., 1999; Schumacher & Greenberg, 1999;
Shlay et al., 2002

Parentsi Experiences with the Subsidy System
Administrative Challenges
Passage of Time

Adams et al., 2002; Knox et al., 2003; Shlay et al., 2002
Lee et al., 2004; Witte et al., 2002

Note: Several studies treat multiple themes; these studies are included under all applicable thematic categories.
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