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Timeline of Governorôs 

Early Childhood Initiatives

2005

- Early Learning Council initiative

- Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (VECF) 
established

2006

- Governor Kaineôs focus on Early Childhood as a 
Priority

- Start Strong Council

-Governorôs Working Group on EC Initiatives(GWG) 
established



Timeline of Governorôs 

Early Childhood Initiatives
2007

- Home Visiting Consortium established

- Virginiaôs Plan for Smart Beginningslaunched
- Merged ECCS and other plans

- Co-led by GWG (public) and VECF (private)

2008

- Office of Early Childhood Development created
- Spans agencies

- Attendance at Harvard Symposium



Agreements: Core Concepts of 

Early Childhood Development

Â Early experiences affect brain 

development

Â Nurturing relationships are 

essential

ÂChildrenôs early development depends on 

the health and well-being of their parents

Adapted: From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood



Agreements: Life Course Development

--Neal Halfon, Michael Lui, Dawn Misra
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Risk Factors

Protective 

Factors

Improving the trajectory of child

health and development involves

increasing protective factors and 

reducing risk factors -- which requires

a broad definition of child health 

services.




